RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR COMMITTED RELATIONSHIPS
By Sr. Nancy Kellar

Some time ago I studied a wide variety of prayer groups to see what elements were present in those that were vibrant and growing. One of the aspects that seemed to be a key to vitality was building committed relationships in some form of small faith sharing groups.

The Word and example Jesus calls for is Community! 

Jesus prayed, "Father, may they be one as you and I are one" (Jn 17:11) and then He poured out on us His Holy Spirit. The spirit we have received is a communal Spirit calling us into unity, leading us into committed relationships. We can't relate deeply to God without relating deeply to one another. 

We need to follow the example of Jesus. His bond with his disciples was a personal one, not a professional one. He valued them as persons, praying with them, sharing life and faith with them, sharing parties with them! They grew in unity with Him, but also with one another. Their ministry flowed out of this relationship with Him and with one another. 

The church calls for community! In Christifideles Laici Pope John Paul II insists, "Small basic communities are a vital part of the renewal of Christian life...they are true expressions of ecclesial communion and centers of evangelization" (26)

Our human need calls for community! The growing number of support groups for all varieties of needs shows the increasing recognition in society that the human touch is needed in the midst of the increasing impersonalization of society. 

The evidence in the Charismatic Renewal points to the need for putting a priority on building more committed relationships! Community has always been recognized as important in the Charismatic Renewal. From the days of the first Life in the Spirit Seminar, community has always been one of the spokes on the wheel of growth. For a while the prayer meeting offers a smaller more personal opportunity for relationship than most parishes offer. Then our needs change! We and the people in our groups begin looking for more. There is often an "is this all there is" feeling, an incompleteness that sends people looking for community elsewhere. People don't stay with the prayer group after the Life in the Spirit Seminar because they miss the small discussion groups. Human tensions bring about disunity because there is no place to work them out. The charismatic gifts don't develop because the trust in the brothers and sisters needed to encourage and prune the gifts is not there. People share too long and too soon in the prayer meeting because they are looking for a place to share their burdens, and we correct them! I believe all of these needs can be met by developing small faith sharing groups in and out from the prayer meeting.
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