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MARCH 
6­7 Annual Charismatic Conference—English & Spanish, MARK YOUR CALENDARS. 

St. Mary Magdalen Church, see information within. 

12  CTSA TV, Canal 15, Programa Carismatico en Espanol, Hazme Volar, 8—9 p.m. 

16  CTSA, Channel 15, Fanning the Flame Charismatic Program, 8 to 9 p.m. 

APRIL 
10 Good Friday — CCCR WILL BE CLOSED. 

18  Healing Workshop, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at CCCR. 

25  Spring Workshop, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—Continues May 2nd, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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Conferencia Carismática 
Católica 

En los Pasos de San Pablo: 

En el Poder del Espíritu Santo 

Marzo 6—7, 2009 
Viernes, 6:30-10:00 pm. 

Sábado, 8 a.m.—10:00 p.m 
Salón de la Iglesia 

Santa María Magdalena 
1710 Clower St. 

Predicadores en Español 

José  Raul Chamagua, de Centro 
America 
Jesús Ramos 
Padre Einer Ochoa 
Padre Will Combs 
Padre George Montague 
Hermana Louisa Rojas Elias, DLJC 
Música: La Sagrada Familia de 
Lubbock, TX 

Anuncien  a  sus  grupos  y  vengan 
todos. Regístrense hoy mismo. 

Regional 
Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Conference 
(Spanish & English) 

In the Footsteps of St. Paul; 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

March 6-7, 2009 
Friday 6:30-10 pm 

Saturday 8am-10pm 
St. Mary Magdalen Church & Hall. 

1710 Clower St. 

Speakers: Jim Murphy, Greg Trainor, 
Jesus Ramos, Fr. Will Combs, José 
Raul Chamagua & other Missionary 
Evangelists.  In this Year of St. Paul let 
us become even more zealous for the 
work of the Lord, and for the gift of 
the Charismatic Renewal in the 
Church. 

Register as soon as possible so 
we can plan accordingly.
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Most Rev. 

Thomas J. 
Flanagan 

Liaison for CCCR 

Father Bob 
Hogan, BBD 

Associate 
Liaison 

We are looking forward to seeing you at our 12 th Annual Regional Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Conference this week at St. Mary Magdalen Church (Friday, March 6 from 6:00 pm. to 10:00 pm. 
and Saturday from 8:00 am. to 10:00 pm. 

The Lord put on my heart (Fr. Bob) an image of St. Paul traveling to San Antonio.  He went to the 
top of the Tower of the Americas and prayed that the Holy Spirit would sweep over our whole city 
so that people who do not know Jesus Christ may come to say like Paul, “It is not I who live, but 
Christ Jesus in me.  I live my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God who loved me 
and gave himself for me!”  Paul continued to pray for the unity of all Christians in our city, urging 
us to “bear with one another through love, striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace…until we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ” (see Eph 4).  Paul poured out his heart to God 
that we would share in his zeal for proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to everyone in our 
city, and form strong, dedicated communities of faith. 

In my image Paul then went to the River Walk area.  He prayed that this city may be more known 
for the “River of the Holy Spirit” flowing through it, and “Walking in the footsteps of Jesus,” than a 
downtown River Walk.  As I watched, the river became like a fountain that overflowed the banks 
and brought life and growth to all around it. 

Paul passed the Seminary praying that our priests in training may become strong men of the 
Spirit like Timothy and Titus.  He interceded for Archbishop Gomez and the leadership at the Pas- 
toral Center for sound teaching, wise leadership, and attentiveness to the guidance of the Spirit. 

He came to the Catholic Center for Charismatic Renewal and prayed for all the Charismatic Prayer 
Groups in our area.  I heard him say, “Persevere, persevere, persevere!  Intercede, intercede, in- 
tercede!  Do not become isolated.  Grow in the full maturity of the Spirit.  Seek and use the charis- 
matic gifts in all humility and service.  Love your pastors.  Continue to remind the Church to stir 
into a flame the gift of the Spirit that has been given to them.  Rejoice always, pray constantly, 
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 

I then felt Paul look directly into my eyes, but it wasn’t my eyes alone.  He was looking into the 
eyes of everyone who is willing to hear this call.  He said, “As the Risen Lord and the Holy Spirit 
gave me a mission, will you imitate me as I imitate Christ?  Will you let the Holy Spirit take you fur- 
ther than you think you can go?  Will you seek holiness with all your heart?  Will you seek to rec- 
oncile and unify people?  Will you let go of self-seeking, jealousies and hardness of heart?  God 
has made available through the Church in this Jubilee Year of St. Paul the opportunity to share in 
the same graces that I (Paul) received while I walked on the earth.  Say yes to all that God wants 
to do in you and through you.”  I then sensed him looking upon St. Mary Magdalen Church and 
saying, “I will be among you interceding at the conference.  Be expectant.  Go into the deeper wa- 
ters of the  Spirit.  Let me help you this weekend to commit yourself fully to Jesus Christ, to the 
Church, and to the full work of the Holy Spirit.  Receive the same zeal and fire that God put into 
my heart!” 

Rosbel 

Hernandez 

Director 
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CTSA TV, Cable Channel 15, 
Charismatic Programs: 

Be sure to tune in to Fanning the Flame on 
CTSA with Erica and Michael Rodriguez 
(Channel 15) every 3 rd Monday of the month 
from 8 to 9 pm.  Repeating following Friday at 
11 am. 

Hazme Volar (en vivo), Canal 15 del CTSA 
(por cable) Segundo jueves del mes a las 8 
p.m. Hagan sus llamadas al numero en la 
pantalla del TV. Anfitriones: Jesús y Evelyn 
Ramos. 

Prayer Groups 
and 

Masses at CCCR 

Mondays: 7:00 pm (Bilingual) 
“Flame of Love”, Martin Family Music Ministry 
Info: Isabel Martin, 645­6004 

Tuesdays: Mass at 10:30 am, CCCR Chapel 
“Upper Room” Prayer Group 
Info: Helen Pickard, 264­5364 

Tuesdays: 7:00­9:00 pm, CCCR Chapel 
“Jesus, La Palabra de Vida” 
Info: Jesus & Evelyn Ramos, 487­0432 

Wednesday/Miercoles: 7:00 pm (Bilingue) 
Capilla/Chapel del CCCR 
“Tree of Life” Prayer Group 
*Every First Wed: Healing Mass at 7:00 pm 
CCCR Chapel 
Info: Eleanor Huron, 432­1509 

Thursday/Jueves: 9:30 am, Capilla del CCCR 
“Sala Alta” Prayer Group 
Info: Rosie Chavaria, 923­2502 

Friday: Healing Mass at 12:00 Noon, CCCR Chapel 
Info: Laura Montoya, 333­5913 

Friday: 7:00­9:00 pm, CCCR Chapel 
“Mountains of Praise” Prayer Group 
Info: Rudy & Delfie Garcia, 226­7070 

CHARISLETTER 
is published monthly for the 

Archdiocese of San Antonio by 
Catholic Center for Charismatic 

Renewal, 1707 South Flores St. 
Most Rev. Thomas J. Flanagan, 
Auxiliary Bishop and Liaison for 

Charismatic Renewal 

E‐mail: info@cccrsa.net 
Web: www.cccrsa.net 
Phone: (210) 226‐7545 
Fax: (210) 212‐9330 

Editors: 
Rosbel (Ros) Hernandez 

Director, CCCR 
Norma Alaniz 

Office Administrator 

CHARISLETTER  is  a  ministry  of  the  Charismatic  Re­ 
newal Center. Donations are accepted to defray the cost 
of the newsletter. 

We gladly send free copies to Pastors to keep them 
informed. 

CHARISLETTER is mailed to all who wish to receive it. 
An  annual  donation  of  $12.00  is  suggested.  Additional 
donations to support the ministry at CCCR are gratefully 
accepted.  Send  contributions  and/or  requests  to  be 
placed on the mailing list to: CCCR, 1707 S. Flores St., 
San Antonio, TX 78204. Phone (210) 226­7545. 

*All contributions are tax deductible. 

DEADLINE:  News or calendar items to be con­ 
sidered for publication in CHARISLETTER must 
be submitted by the 15th of the month  prior to 
publication. 

Consultants: 
Rev. George Montague, SM 

Rev. Einer R. Ochoa 
Deacon Robert Garza 

Archdiocesan Healing Ministry 
Pedro & Nelda Palacios 

Josie Gonzales 

Archdiocesan Youth Ministry 
Rudy & Delfie Garcia 

Volunteer Staff 
Laura Montoya 
Olga Martinez 
Maria Onzon 

Beatrice Koenig 
Sonia Deras 

Book Ministry 
Santa Garza 

Newsletter Staff 
Rosbel Hernandez 

Norma Alaniz 

Tree of Life 
Is sponsoring: 

“Life in the Spirit” 
7­Week Seminar (Bilingual) 

Will continue through 

Wednesday nights 
7:30 – 9:00 pm 

For info: Leader­Eleanor Huron, 432­1509
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Life  in  the Spirit Seminars  as 
has  been  the  tradition  in  the  Archdiocese. 
Prayer Groups are encouraged to have a Life 
in  the  Spirit  Seminar  between  Ash Wednes­ 
day  and  Pentecost.  On  this,  the  year  of  St. 
Paul,  let’s  place  more  emphasis  and  more 
commitment  to  a  renewed  Life  in  the  Spirit. 
Let us imitate St. Paul in bringing others into 
a  personal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ 
through baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

Life  in  the  Spirit  teams  should  make  them­ 
selves available when called to serve. 

Life in the Spirit and Growth Seminars 
The Word and  the Spirit Ministry  is available 
to give Life in the Spirit and Spiritual Growth 
Seminars.  Team members have been trained 
at the CCCR and led by Rudy Zamora at 210­ 
535­4332. 

**Make your reservations** 

Actividades en Español 
Cada Martes: 7—9 p.m. 
Grupo de Oración, “Jesús-Palabra de Vida”, CCCR, 
Alabanza, crecimiento y sanación. 

Cada Miércoles: 7—9 p.m. 
Grupo “Tree of Life”, Perfecto para la Pascua! 
Capilla del CCCR 

Segundo Jueves del Mes:  8-9 p.m. 
“Hazme Volar”, Programa de Televisión en Vivo 

6 y 7 de Marzo: 
Conferencia Carismática, en Santa María 
Magdalena. Regístrense 

FELICITACIONES 
El  Comité  Hispano  de  la  Renovación  Carismática  y  El 
Centro Carismático Católico de San Antonio, Texas 

Les informa: 

Con  la  aprobación  del  Obispo  Thomas  Flanagan, 
Asistente, Padre Bob Hogan y Coordinador de la CCCR, 
Rosbel Hernandez. 
El  Comienzo  de  un  nuevo  Grupo  de  Oración  de  La 
Renovación Carismática Católica 

Desglose: 

El  5  de  Febrero  2009,  El  Comité  Hispano  de  la 
Renovación Carismática Católica fueron a las facilidades 
de  la  Iglesia  (Our Lady Of The Angels) Nuestra Señora 
de los Ángeles, para instalar a los Hnos. Alfonso y Mina 
Delgado  como  Coordinadores  del  Grupo  de  Oración 
“Discípulos del Cristo Roto”. 

Asistieron  a  la  Ceremonia:    El  Presidente  del  Comité 
Hispano, El Profesor, Jesus Ramos; 

Representantes de Zonas: 
Zona 2—Roel Hinojosa 
Zona 3—Grupos del Centro Carismático, Evelyn Ramos 
Zona 4—Francisco Gonzales 
Tesorera hna. Sandra Gonzales 
Sub. Tesorera, Rachel Hinojosa 

También  quiero  excusar  a  los  siguientes Miembros  del 
Comité Hispano que no pudieron asistir: 

Eleanor  Huron—Vice  Presidenta;  Sonia  Deras­ 
Secretaria; Representante de la Zona 1—Lupita Lozano; 
Vocal. Hno. Rudy Zamora 

Se hizo una ceremonia de inauguración y se  impartió la 
bendición con la imposición de manos y se pidió la plena 
participación del Espíritu Santo. Oramos por los Nuevos 
Servidores. Gracias a  los coordinadores de Grupos que 
nos apoyaron. 

El  Profesor  Jesus  Ramos  trajo  una  platica  basada  del 
libro  de  los  Hechos  capitulo  2:  versos  43  al  47.  Y  El 
Tema “La Vida de los primeros Cristianos”. 

Exhortamos a todos los coordinadores de grupo, a unirse 
al  Centro  Carismático  como  Miembros.  Serán 
grandemente Bendecidos. 

Para el 12 de Marzo, el Evangelista, 
Raul Chamagua estará en el Programa, 
“Hazme Volar” de CTSA, canal 15, a las 
8:00 pm en Vivo. Con sus Productores, 
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ARCHDIOCESE HEALING MINISTRY 
Friday & Saturday, March 6, 6 pm-10 pm & March 7, 

8:00 am to 10:00 pm 

Where: St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church Hall 
1710 Clower St., San Antonio, TX 

HEALING TEAMS WILL BE PRAYING FOR PEOPLE IN 
THE PRAYER ROOM DURING THE 

REGIONAL CHARISMATIC CONFERENCE 

Bilingual: English y Español 

**There will be no Healing Ministry Workshop held at 
CCCR during the month of March 2009** 

“And now, Lord, allow us your servants to speak your 
message with boldness. Reach out your hand to Heal and 
Grant that wonders and miracles be performed through 
the name of your Holy Servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:29, 30) 

Attention:  All Healing Ministers are expected to report to 
the  Healing  Room  located  in  the  cafeteria  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen Hall. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Pedro/Nelda Palacios 
680-3255 or Josie Gonzales 924-9976 

FROM THE SERVICE COMMIT­ 
TEE: 

Peace Be With You! 
Lent, Spring, and the Spiritual life have something 
in common; each one is in a tug of war. Spring is 
tugging at Winter to let go. St. Ignatius said, “The 
Spiritual Exercises of  Lent are directed at our be­ 
coming  more  aware  of  our  human  un­freedoms 
and the free gift of God’s love to help us let go of 
them.”  Lent  is  the  prayerful  time  to  prepare  for 
Easter  and  living  out  the  joy  of  being  disciples  of 
Jesus.  The  Spiritual  Exercises  of  Lent  help  us  to 
ask the big questions and then search  for the an­ 
swers. It is all about coming back to a life lead by 
the Holy Spirit  and our encounter with  Jesus. The 
12th  Annual  Catholic  Charismatic  Conference  on 
March 6th & 7th is a good time to answer some of 
these big questions, by walking in the foot steps of 
St.  Paul  and  seek  to  be  empowered  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at  this  life 
changing event. 

The Service Committee encourages you to drop by 
the  book  store  at  the  conference  and  pick­up  the 
latest books and materials to help in your spiritual 
journey. 

My  brothers  and  sisters,  we  are  working with  Fr. 
Bob  on  a  comprehensive  plan  to  create  prayer 
group “zones” in the archdioceses. For example, 4 
or 5 prayer groups would be in zone 1, and 4 or 5 
groups would belong to zone 2. We are developing 
a plan to implement these zones. 

The Evening of Renewal and Revival will resume its 
crusade throughout  the archdioceses.  In April, we 
will be at St. Leo’s Parish. This year, the Evenings 
of Renewal and Revival will follow a theme of Em­ 
bracing the Call of the Spirit. 

Mark  your  calendar  for  the  spring workshops  on 
April  25 th  and  May  2 nd  in  the  Upper  Room.  We 
know  this will  be  a  time  of  growth  for  all,  so en­ 
courage your prayer group members to attend. 

We are still looking for a few good men and women 
to fill some vacant positions at the CCCR. We need 
more volunteers  to help around the Center. So,  if 
you have some time to serve the Lord in this way, 
please call Norma at 210­226­7545 today. 

As  always,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  please  con­ 
tinue with  your  generosity  of  time,  prayer  and  fi­ 
nancial support to the CCCR. 

May God Continue To Bless You, 
Jerry Syring ­ 

MINISTERIO DE SANACIÓN DEL 
ARQUIDIÓCESIS DE SAN ANTONIO 

VIERNES Y SÁBADO, MARZO 6 Y 7, 2009 

LUGAR: SALON DE LA IGLESIA 
SANTA MARIA MAGDALENA 

LOS EQUIPOS DE SANACIÓN ESTARAN 
ORANDO POR LA GENTE EN EL SALON DE LA 
IGLESIA SANTA MARIA MAGDALENA 
DURANTE LA CONFERENCIA CARISMÁTICA 
CATÓLICA, MARZO 6 Y 7. 

**NO HABRA TALLER DE SANACIÓN EN EL 
MES DE MARZO.** 

“Ahora, Señor, … concede a tus siervos que 
anuncien tu mensaje sin miedo, y que por tu poder 
sanen a los enfermos y hagan señales y milagros en 
el nombre de tu santo Siervo Jesús." (Hechos 
4:29,30) 

INFORMES: Josie Gonzáles 924 9976 o Nelda 
& Pedro Palacios 680-3255
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†     Healing Masses  and/or  Healing Services 

2nd Mon: St Agnes, 804 Ruiz St, 6pm 

2nd Mon: St. Bonaventure, 1918 Palo Alto, 7pm 

Last Mon: St James , 907 W Theo, 5:30pm 
Tues: CCCR Chapel, 1707 S. Flores, 10:30am 

(salt, water, oil & religious articles blessed) 
1st Tues: St. Vincent De Paul’s Chapel, 4422 W 
Loop 410, 7pm 

1st Tues: St. Jude, 130 S. San Augustin, 7pm 

Last Tues: St. Cecilia, 125 W. Whittier, 7pm 

1st Wed: CCCR Chapel, 1707 S. Flores, 7pm 

3rd Wed: St. Lawrence, 236 E. Petaluma, 7pm 

3rd Wed: Holy Family, 152 Florencia, 7pm 
3rd Wed: St. Mark’s Day Chapel, 1602 Thousand 
Oaks Drive, 7pm 
Last Wed: San Juan de Los Lagos, 3231 El Paso St. 
7pm 
Every Thurs: The Grotto, 5700 Blanco Rd, 7pm, 
Charismatic Healing Mass 

Third Thurs: St. Phillip of Jesus, 131 Bank, 6pm 

Last Thurs: St Mary Magdalen, 1710 Clower 7pm 
Last Thurs: St. Phillip of Jesus, Children Healing Mass 
131 Bank, 6pm 

Fri: CCCR Chapel, 1707 S. Flores, 12pm 

(Salt, water, oil & religious articles blessed) 

1st Fri: St. Agnes, 814 Ruiz, 7pm 

(Exposition 8am-6:50pm) 

1st Fri: St. Dominic's, 5915 Ingram Rd, 7pm to 4am 
1st Sat: St. Agnes, 814 Ruiz, Devotion to Our Lady at 
9am; The Four Mysteries of the Rosary & Mass at 10am 

Sun: The Grotto, 5700 Blanco Rd, 2-4 pm, 
Healing Service 

Rebecca  Rocha  is available for ministry in the Char­ 
ismatic Renewal  and Archdiocese. Rebecca  is a Chris­ 
tian  singer  committed  to  ministering  the Word  of  God 

through music. She is involved in various ministries as musician 
and  singer  in  the  church  choir,  praise  and  worship ministries, 
and concerts. She is also a leader and speaker at retreats. She is a 
former  chairperson  for  the Charismatic Renewal Service Com­ 
mittee  and  remains a member. Rebecca has  recently  released  a 
Christian CD,  “AMAZING LOVE, GIFT OF  LOVE  II”  avail­ 
able  on  request.  She  is  a  former Nashville  recording  artist and 
has  toured  in  Europe  and  the  USA.  She  teaches  Sociology  at 
local  colleges.  Rebecca  has  been  involved  in  the  Charismatic 
Renewal for 20 years and gives glory to God for the many heal­ 
ings she has received in her personal conversion story. 

For ministry, please contact: Rebecca Rocha at (210) 566­1570 

Ecumenical Monthly Prayer and 
Intercession Gatherings 

at the CCCR 

First Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 pm. 
March 3, 2009 

CCCR (Upper Room) 
1707 S. Flores St. adjacent to St. Henry’s 

We plan to bring together pastors from 
different Churches to talk about ways to 
overcome misunderstandings and mis- 
representations of each other. Everyone 
is welcome. Join us! 

Visión y Misión 
de el 

Movimiento Católico Carismático 

VISIÓN: Renovando la gracia de Pentecostés en la vida y 
misión de la iglesia 

MISIÓN: Agitar hasta en llama la gracia de Pentecostés 
dentro y más allá de la iglesia, extender a lo ancho y 
profundizar el entendimiento que el bautismo en el Espíritu 
Santo es una herencia Cristiana de todos, y fortalecer la 
renovación Carismática Católica. 

Vision and Mission 
of the 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal 

VISION: Renewing The Grace of Pentecost In the Life and Mis- 
sion of The Church. Being a reminder in the church of the role 
of the Holy Spirit in all aspects of Catholic life. 

MISSION: To stir into flame the grace of Pentecost within and 
beyond the church, to broaden and deepen the understand- 
ing that baptism in the Holy Spirit is the Christian inheritance 
of all, and to strengthen the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 
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I decided to ask my two older children a question. I asked 
them, “If you came face to face with God and he said, ‘ 
Son, what would you like to pray for today?‛, what would 
you say”? 

These are their prayers: 

Thank you that my cough is better. 
Thank you for our family and our friends. 
That they feel better if they‛re sick.  I 
really want my family to feel better. 
Thank you Jesus for our system and our 
Lord, and thank you Jesus for everybody 
in the whole world. And if they‛re sick, cause I don‛t know. 
Prayed by Abram Joel, 4 ½ yrs. old 

Thank you for all the people in the world if they‛re sick, 
that they get better.  And that everybody in the hospital 
gets better.  Thank you for our family and friends, and 
for other people out there that we don‛t know.  Thank you 
for our new baby, don‛t care if it‛s a boy or a girl.  And I 
want to thank you for all of our sins that you put at the 
bottom of the cross, Amen.  The Father, The Son, and 
The Holy Spirit. 
Prayed by Michael James, 7yrs. Old 

Both sent by:  Erica – San Antonio, TX 

Please  send  all  stories  to  kidsforjc@yahoo.com  by  the 
10 th of the month.  God Bless! 

Michael  and  Erica  Rodriguez, hosts of 
Fanning  The Flame, wish to invite you to tune 
into their program which airs every 3 rd Monday of the 
month on Channel 15 (CTSA) from 8pm to 9pm. They 
bring on guests who have a testimony to share with 
all of San Antonio, of who they were before they 
founded a relationship with Jesus, how they came to 
know Jesus, and where the Spirit is leading them 
now. 

Guests for March 16 th are a married couple named 
Jose and Charlene Charles. They have two boys, 
(Jose - 10 yrs. and Diego – 4yrs); are parishioners at 
St. Mark the Evangelist, and are very much involved 
in the Charismatic Renewal. You will want to be a 
witness as to how a fellow family lives and walks in 
the Spirit. 

Guest for April 20 th 
Fr. Will Combs 

from St. Mary Magdalen Church 

Year of Saint 
Paul 

By Chuck Hornsby 

Seventh in a Series of Reflections on the 
Life of Saint Paul 

For the Jubilee Year of St. Paul 
June 28, 2008 – June 29, 2009 

ST. PAUL AND MENTORING 

As we  enter  into  the  second  40  years  of  the  Catholic  Charismatic 
Renewal  we  find  ourselves  in  circumstances  similar  to  other  reli­ 
gious  movements  of  the  past.  Every  movement  that  lasts  long 
enough  must  move  beyond  the  founding  generation  and  pass  the 
torch to a succeeding generation. It is important that every new gen­ 
eration of leaders be rooted in the accumulated wisdom of its prede­ 
cessors while  still  experiencing  the  freedom  of  following  the  ever 
dynamic  Holy  Spirit  who  “blows  where  he  will”.  Mentoring  the 
young is one of the ways that individuals in the founding generation 
can help this process. When we read the Pauline letters to Timothy 
and Titus we  see  a number  of  elements  that are  part  of  successful 
mentoring. 

In  the beginning of each  letter Paul writes to his “son”. Mentoring 
goes beyond simply passing on information or methods. It must be 
rooted in a relational base. It is easy for people to misunderstand or 
misapply what we say or teach, but  if they are  in relationship with 
who we are, what we say and teach has a context for understanding. 

Paul also  spent  significant  time  in  each  of  the  letters making  sure 
that Timothy and Titus were grounded in sound doctrine. Mentoring 
must go beyond its relational base and both pass on and encourage 
understanding based in truth. Paul recommended the scriptures and 
his own teaching as sources for remaining grounded in truth. 

Paul also showed a concern for the moral life of those he was men­ 
toring. He called them to adhere to their conscience and to live ex­ 
emplary  lives.  Mentoring  includes  elements  of  spiritual  direction 
and a special concern that the individual be a faithful disciple with 
an eye toward heaven not simply one who leads or teaches. 
Paul pointed back to early experiences of  those mentored. Helping 
individuals build on the positives of the past and helping them come 
to  terms with  the past and move beyond  the difficulties are  impor­ 
tant elements of mentoring. 

Paul encouraged Timothy and Titus to remember and to act on their 
early experience of having of having received gifts with  the  laying 
on  of  hands.  Stirring  up  the  gifts and  encouraging  their  use  is  an­ 
other important aspect of mentoring. 

Finally Paul encouraged those he mentored to be bold and not to let 
their  youthfulness  keep  them  from  leading. Mentoring  blesses  and 
empowers  those mentored  and  encourages  them  to  do  great  things 
for God and the building of His kingdom. 

These  are  just  a  few of  the aspects  of mentoring  alluded  to  in  the 
Letters to Timothy and Titus. I encourage each of you to read these 
letters with  an  eye  toward  passing  on what  you  have  experienced


